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| To the Right Honourable, 
Sir SAMUEL STARLING 
Knight , 
Lord Mayor of the City of 
AND- 
The Court of ALDERMEN. 


ov 'M 


Right Honourable, 5 


H1S Sermon, ſavonring 
of the Countrey, in which 
it was conceived, and 


brought forth, without the Midwifry 
of a Library (my own periſhing in the 
HR 4-3 ſame 
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ſame Flames with your City , and the 
place-of my now reſidence not affording 
an aſſiſtant ) was intended onely for 
your religions ears , in them to have 
both its birth and buriall ; but ſence it 
hath pleaſed you to reprieve it to a lon- 
ger and more publick life, where ſhould 
2t be more juſtly laid than at your doors? 
ho for your able parts and endow- 
ments have been fitted for the publick 
imployment, and intruſted with the 
weightieſt affairs of this City; and who 
by your Favour and Countenance are 
able to cover the rawneſs,and rudeneſs, 
or what other defects in my weake and 
unworthy handling ſo neceſſary aſubjef. 
I have in publiſhing it, regarded more 
your Opinion than my own conceipt ; 
and 1 hope (" becauſe you think ſo 
that the matter will not be altogether 
rnprofitable, or unſeaſonable; although 
7+ be not handled ſo artificially,and rbe- 


toricall: 
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torically as it ought, my main ſtudy 
being tobe plain and to apply the things 
delivered to the preſent times : what- 
ever it be, Cand I wiſh it much bet- 
ter_) it i now no more mine but yours; 
and if under the beames of your good- 
neſs, it ſhall ſo thrive, as to become 
an Inſtrument for the furthering that 
important Work mentioned in it; next 
under God your Honour and your wor- 
ſhipful aſſeſſors are to have the Praiſe, 
and I therein ſhall receive a ſufficient 
reward of my labour ; accounting it 
my greateſt happineſs on earth, to bave- 
been able to performe any acceptable 
ſervice to that Royal City, to which 
for many: yeares paſt, and my whole 
life for the future, Þ have dedicated all 
my endeavours. I will not detain your 
Honour gc. any longer from your mare | 
publick- and ſerious affaires, but only 
beſeech the Almighty and. _ 
| 104, 
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God, that he would give you under- 
flanding and valiant hearts to manage 
them Couragiouſly and Prudently thyt 
you may- be inſtruments in Gods band 
for the making up the breaches in our 
Syou and Feruſalem ; which ws, and 
ſhall. be the dayly Prayer of, 


Your Honours and W orſhips 
_ unfainedly devoted, in all 
Chriſtian duty and 


Obſervance, 


Day: BazTon. 
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Te Iooked for much, and loe, it came ts 
little ; and when ye brought it home, 
T did blow upon it ; Why, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts ? Becauſe of mine Houſe 
that 13 waſte, and ye run-every Man 
unto his owne : Houſe. 


We ved that hrs 1s noLand fo. 
DR=FF placed inthe World, but from 
that Landa man may veiw ſome other 
Land: though between Land and Land you 
may ſee Seas enraged with ſtormes and 
tempeſts, yet land js ſtill within ken, An 
obſervation, perhaps, of more curioſity 
B than 
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his people in the Haven of proſperity, 


=» 
than verity in the material Sea of this 
World: yet molt certain if it be applyed 
to the miſtical Sea of Gods Judgments, 
(which the Royal Prophet compares to a 
oreat deep ) and the dry land of his mer- 
cy : though between mercy, and mer- 
cy God interpoſeth a raging Ocean of 
crouble- and calamity , raiſed by the 
ſtorme of his indignation, ſo that men 
ſeeme to be in the condition of the mate- 
rial world, Gen. 7. When the waters 
prevailed exceedingly upon the earth, 
and all the high hils that were under the 
whole Heaven were covered, 

Omnia pontua erant,deerant quoque littora 

Ponto. | | 

All was a Sea and that Sea had no ſhores, 
yet if they looke but onward they cannot 
miſs ofa proſpe@ of dry land, of Mercy, 
The Almighty God hath ſo interwoven 
theſe two in the diſpenſation of his pro- 
vidence, that the one 1s never diſcernable 
without the other, When God landeth 


he 


(3) 


he would have them look back on the 
rempeſtuousSea from which they are eſca- 

ped, and fear his Juſtice : when he 
lancheth them forth into the depth of 
miſery he carries them not out of fight 

of hand, that there may be hope of mercy. 

Thus doth the moſt Gracious God in the 

mid{t of Judgment remember Mercy, and 

giveth even the vally of Achor , the vally #»/: = 15: 
of trouble for a door of hope, and in 

the deepeſt Ocean of his Judgments, dif- 

covers a little IfJand of Mercy to repaire 

to. And thus did he of old deal with 

his People the Jewes; He cauſed che 

King of Babylon to ariſe like waters 

out of the North, and to become an over- 7. 47. 2: 
flowing flood, and to overflow the land 
and all that was therein, whereby they 
were ſwepr away into Captivity ; yet 
then when theſe waters did ſo overflow 
their heads that chey ſaid rhey were cut 
off, the al[-mercitul God lifred up their 
heads, and ſhewed them a proſpet of 


mercy, by a faichful promiſe of delive- 
B 2 rance 
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L#) 
rance after ſeventy years: at which 
harbour they are no ſooner arrived, but 
their ſins provoke God to bring them 
back into the Sea of his Judgments, and 
he afflicts them with famine, ye have ſown 
much and bring in little : ye eat but have 
not enough : ye drinke but ye are not filled 
with drinke ; &c. verl, 6.0t this Chapter ; 
Yer even here though the Sea roared, and 
the Heaven was black with Clouds, that 
God which gave to the Sea his decree, 
ſaying, Thus far ſhalt thou go and no 
_ farther, and there thy proud waves ſhall 
be ſtated ; not only diſcovers a Cape of 
good H ope, and makes a path 1n that mighty 
water for his ranſomed to paſs to it , Go 
up to the Mountain, and bring wand, and 
build the Houſe : and I will take pleaſure in 
it, and will be glorified, faith the Lord, 

verſ. 8; but allo gives them a faithful 
_ repreſentation of their prefent ſtate and 
condition, with the by-path that broughr 
them into it, that ſo they might be indu- 
ced to confider their waies, and leave 
them 
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them and return into the way of peace, 
and this he doth in the words of my Texr: 
Te booked for much, and loe it comes to little, 
Oc. 

So that my Textis made up of the two 
parts of Davids Song, Pſalm' 101, 1. 
Mercy, and Fudoment, which in God 
are alwayez twiſted together , Gracious 
and riphteous is the Lora, Pſal. 25. 8. 
and all his pathes are mercy and truth, 
v., Io, Not one path of mercy, and 
another of truth, bur every path mercy, 
and truth both. The red Cros of his 
| Juſtice (as in your City Armes) 1s born 
on the white Fggld of his mercy : as theſe 
therefore were the burden of David's 
Dirty , *ſo they muſt be the ſuppore of 
my Meditations, and the object of your 
Attentions Judgment and Mercy ', the 
former included in the very words of 
my. Texc, the latter in the defigne and 
{cope of thoſe words. . . 

And firſt of the Fudgment, . that ſo I 
may end with that, 'which' 1s not -onely 
B 3 the 
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the end of all our aimes, and deſires, but 
of all Gods Judgments too, and that is 
Mercy. 
In ths Judgment we may conſider, 
Firft, The Judgment it ſelf, which was 
Famine . 

Secondly, The Author of it, the Lord 

of Hot. 

Thirdly, The cauſe moving God to 

it, the negle} of Gods Houſe. 

The Judgment very dreadfull, the 
inflicter moſt powerful, the cauſe pro- 
voking exceeding ſinful, 

And firſt of the Judgment, which 
. we ſhall confider, firſt ingit's nature : 

Secondly, In it's ſeverity” 

Firft,Of the nature of it, it was Famine, 
a ogenerall want of the ſupports of this 
life, becauſe of the failing of the creature, 
both in the produftion and breeding ; 
Te ſow much and bring in littk; andin 
the vigOur, and nouriſhing power of them; 
ye eat, but are not ſatisfied. And this 
1sa ſore, and dreadfull Judgment, Hing 


David 


$ 
David choſeth the Peſtilence as the lefler 
evil , which yet was ſo deſtrufive, that 


there died of the people in leſs then 2 $924 


three dates ſpace, threeſcore and ten 
thouſand men, of whoſe deſtru@ive nature 
roo, he could not be ignorant, having 
an inſtance in the law of Moſes ( wherein 
he meditated day and night ) of three 
and twenty thouſand flain by it, while 
Aaron was putting incenſe into the Cenſer; 
And as he prefers the Peſtilence, ſo the 
Prophet Feremy, the Sword : They that 
be ſlain with the ſword, are better than they 
that be lain with hunger : for theſe pine 
away, flricken through for want of the fruits 
of the field, Lam. 4. 9. and yet the 
Sword makes a deplorable defolation ; 
take it in the words of the prophet Joel : 
A fire devoureth before them, and behind 
them a flame burneth : the land is as the 
garden of Eden before them, and behind them 
a deſolate wilderneſs , yea and nothing ſhall 
| eſcape them, | 

Neither is it leſs diſmal in its effeQs, 
| for - 
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( 5, ) 
for neceſiity is an hard weapon, and 
want will make a man part with any thing: 
fourſcore pieces of Silver(ten pound ſterling) 
for an Aﬀes head, and five pieces of Silver 
(125. and 6 dl.) for the fourth part of a ab 
( which is but halfe a pint) of Doves dung, 
2, King. 6, 25, The Xgyptians who 
were famous.or rather infamous for their 
covetouſneſs, yer can part with all their 
mony for Corn. Gen. 47. It not only 
makes men forget common humanity, 
tor the people are ready to ſtone Moſes, 
who had doneſo great things for them, 
when they are ready to ſtarve, Exod. 17 : 
but it diffolves all the bonds of nature, 
making men tocat,not only dogs, cats, 
and rats, but one another ; pore pre- 
tium humane 'carni, wasa proclamation 
in Rome in Honorius dates, And in Eng- 
land An. 1316.Men did eat one another, 
and thieves newly brought into the Goale 
were torn in pieces and eaten halte alive, 
by them that had been longer in: nay 
it ſtifles natural afte&ion, In this Famine 


g 
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of my Text, the Jewes ſold their Sons 
and their Daughters for bond-ſlaves to 
buy Corne ; And in the before mentioned, 


in Samaria Parents did devour their own 
Children, The Prophet E£fay foretels 


of one, wherein every man ſhould eat the 
"fleſh of his owne arme ; And our Chro- 
'nicles tell us of one in England about An. 


700, 90 violent that not only many dyed 
for hunger, but great numbers joyned hand 
in hand 4o or 50 in a company, and threw 
themſelves headlong into the Sea. 

But we ſhail better underſtand how 


Neh.5. 5s 


Iz. 9s ZI, 


fad, and dreadful this Judgment was, if 


we ſhall conſider it in relation to ſeveral 
circumſtances hinted in the Text, 

The firſt whereof is the country afflicted, 
a moſt plentiful and fruitful land, Aland 
like not only the Garden of Eden, but the 
Garden of God, full of all kind of pleaſant 
and delightful fruits ; which cannor be 
deſcribed more fully, and fignally, than 
Moſes hath done it to our hands : Dert.8. 7. 
A good land, a land of brooks of. waters, 

C | 
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(10 ) 
of fountaines and depths that ſpring out of the 
Vallie. 4 land of Wheat and Barly, and 
Vines, and Figtrees, and Pomegranits ; a 
Lind of Oyle-olive,and Hony : A land wherein 
they might eat bread without ſcarceneſs:a land 
whoſe Stones were Iron, and out of whoſe Hils 
they might dig Braſs. And again, c, 32, 13, 
A land wherein they might fuck, Honey out of 


the Rocks,and Oyl out of the flinty Rocks ; But- 


ter of Fine, and Milk of Sheep, with Fat of 
Lambs,and Rams ef the breed of Baſhan, and 
Goats,withthe fat of Kianies of Wheat,and drink 
the pure blood of the Grape, A Land which 
had not only plenty for it ſelf, but bounty 
for others ; For the Country of Tyre, was 


nouriſhed by. this Country. That this fruit- 


tull Land ſhould become barren; that this 
Paradiſe ſhould be turned: into a Wilder- 
neſs ; that there ſhould be ſcarcity in ſuch 
a fruittull Land, is the firft aggravating 
circumſtance. 

The ſecond is, That it was National, u- 
niverſal, an over-fpreading Famine ; a 
comprehenſive Judgment, like a Chain-ſhor 
bearing 


_ 


Wat ns VIA 0 


OO TIO Oe. 


nu ates 


(11) 
bearing all before it, reaching to all men, 
the great and good, as well the mean an4 
wicked :; Zerubbabel the Governour, and 
Foſhua the High Prieſt;for to them the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, verſe 1, They are included 
in this, Je look. for much, &c. Wiſedom , 
Riches, or Strength may ſecure from other 
annoyances,but Scarcity,and Famine ſtrike 
at the Lite of every man, The King as 
well as the Clown muſt beg for daily bread ; 
and the profic of the Earth is for all, That 
the King himſelf 1s ſerved by the Field, was 
wiſe Solomons obſervation. And King A- 
hab may be an evidence of it; who in time 
of Dearth could not help himſelf, much leſs 
others, out of the Barn-floor, or out of the 
Wine-preſs, Even the Saints have their 
ſhare,and portion in 1t, as being parts, and 
members of that people which is to be pu- 
niſhed;and though not aftors in thoſe groſs 
Impieties which kindle the fire of Gods 
vengeance, yet are guilty of fins, though 
of a ſmaller nature, which add to the few- 


el of Gods wrath. Zerubbabeland foſhua, 


C2 though 
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( 12 ) 
though perhaps nor themſelves in fault, or 
at leaſt nor ſo much, for they were both 
very Religious, yet becauſe not ſo forward, 
and putting forth asthey ſhould have been, 
are — rothe common ]udgment. 

The third Charatter of the Severity of 
this Tack was the ſeaſon of 1r, which 
was immediatly after their returne from 
” Babylonian Captivity ; They had but 

very little breathing ſpace from the burden 
o! that Yoake, when God laies on an hea- 
vyer : there, to ule eroboams exprefiion, 
. they were Chaſtiſed with Whips but here 
with Scorpions. There, very probably, 
they had meat after their labour, and though 
they trod out the Corn, their mouths were 
not muzled, their maſters ſometimes lifted 
up the Yoake, and ſet meat before them. 
As in Agypt, although they had hard Taskes, 
and cruel Task-maſters, yet they had their 
Fleſhpots, and their Garlicks, and their 
Onyons to the full ; bnt now they labour, 
and have nothing to ear, thus the Meſſen- 
cers of 11] no, as to 70>, did throng 
upon 


%_- 


(13) 
upon them, one at the heeles of another, 
which was none of the ſmalleſt aggravations 
of this Calamity, that it followed ſo imme. 
diatly on the neck of the other, 

The fourth marke of the Severity of this 
Judgment, was the fruſtration of their 
hopes, and expeQations:: Te looked for 
much, and loe, it came to little. Tt hope 
deferred makes the heart fick. Prov. 13. 12. 
Hope fruſtrate, and loſt, can do no lefle. 
then breake it, When men thinke them- 
ſelves ſure, as Ejau did of the blefling, - 
and it then failes them, this 1s matter of 
bitter weeping. For God to take away 
the Corn in the time thereot, and the Wine 
in the ſeaſon thereof, that 1s juſt ar harveſt, 
when it is-to be inned : when the old ſtore 
is ſpent, and they looke for a new recruit, 
then to have the meat cut from their niouchs, 
and the morſel from berween their reeth, 
then ro have their hopes defeated, high. 
tens the miſery. 

A fifth print of the Severity of this 
Judgment, was the loſs of their labour, 
Ic 


Iſa, A9. 4, 
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It is very frequent, and ſcarce ever other- 
wiſe, to ſee the Sluggards hopes blaſted ; 
he that will not ſow in Winter, can never 
promiſe himſelfe to reap in Harveſt ; but 
after Plowing,Sowing, nay Reaping too, 
and bringing home, to find but little, 
that adds to the weight of the want ; No- 
thing ſo much diſcontents men as labour 
in vain; to take paines, and to fee no- 
thing come of it, 1s enough to make a Pro- 
phet complain ; to labour all night in fiſh- 
ing, and take nothing may tempt an Apo- 
ſtle to defiſt, To labour 1n the fire, and 
to weary themſelves for vanity , to loſe 


oleum v9 operam, cot and paines, is ſuffi- 


cient to bring men to deſperation ; Eſpe- 
cially when that little which is coming in, 
doth no good ; when God blows on it,and 
takes away the nouriſhing virtues, lo that 
either men dare not eat their fill - for feare 
of want another day ; or if they do eat, the 
Staffe of bread being broken for want of 
Gods concurrence, they are not ſatisfie d 
A boulimy, or Canine appetite, being a 
diſcaſe 
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diſeaſe common at ſuch times, when in the 
tulneſs of their ſufficiency C as Zophar in 


ob ſpeaks of the wicked ) they are in 7% 20-22: 


ſtreights; that little 1s fo far from abating, 
that it encreaſeth the Calamity: And ſo much 
for the firſt Particular, the Judgment with 
the Severity of it. 

The Second thing 1s the Author of this 
Judgment, 1 did blow upon it, Saith the 
Lord of Hoſts. Shall there be Evil in the 
Citty, and I have not done it Saith God him- 
ſelfe, Am. 3.6. God Challengeth the exe- 
cution of Juſtice to himlelfe; not only at 
the Lat Day, but in this world, and it 
1s as agreeable to his nature now, as It will 
be hereafter. Tt 1s not luck, or fortune 
that toſſeth or tumbleth things below; but. 
God fits at the ſtern, and ſteers the affairs 
of this World, The Genealogy of all the 
good creatures is refolved by God into 
himſelf, Hoſ.2.21. Unleſs he hear the Hea- = 
vens, and the Heavens hear the Earth, no. 
Corn, or Wine, or Oyle can bs expedted, 
The Earth is a kind Mother, yet it cannot 
OPcN. * 


Pſa. 104, 29, 
30s 
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open her bowels to yield ſeed to the ſower, 


or bread to the eater, if it be not watered 
from above. The Heavens are the Storehou.. 
ſes of Gods good treaſure, which he open- 
eth to mans profic and nouriſhment, yer 
they cannot drop down fatneſs on the earth, 
if God cloſe it up, and with-hold the ſea- 
ſonable ſhowers , which he can do if he 
pleaſe, and will do, if he be provoked. 

Firft, He can do it eafaly, 

Secondly, He will do it juſtly. 

Firs, He can do iteafily, Ir is but his 
blowing upon it, and it 1s done, As he 
made ail things, ſo he can diffolve them by 
the breath of his mouth, He hideth his face, 


and the creatures are troubled ; he taketh away 


their breath and they dye. He ſendeth forth his 
breath and they are created, and reneweth the 


Fſs. 90.3, face of the Earth, He turneth man to defiru- 


tion, and again he ſaith, come again ye chil- 
dren of men, And this he can do ſo eafily 
becaufe he is the Lord of Hoſts ; a title fre- 
quently uſed by theſe three laſt Prophets, 
Haggai, Zachary, and Malachy, who pro- 
pheſying 
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CS 
pheſying after the Zews return from the Bg- 
bylenian Captivity, when their ſtate was ar 

the loweſt, ſcarce ever name God by any 

other title ; to denote unto them, how eafje 

it was for himto bring his Judgments upon 

them, and to rentove them again ; all crea- 

cures being athis command as Lord of Hoſts; 

and like the Centurions Servants, if he ſay 

to one, Go, hee goeth, to another, Come, hee #«:8.9- 
cometh : and to a third, Dothia, hee doth it. 
When he will do a thing, who ſhall hinder 
him? Nature may be reſiſted, and ſtopped 
in her courſe ; Men and Devils, though ne- 
ver ſo potent, may want of their will, and 
be croſſed in their defignes and delires ; but 
the Lord of Hos doth whatſoever he will, 
both in Heaven and Earth without controul 
or contradiGion. 

Secondly, He will do it juſtly. Gods 
Judgments are not alwaies manifeſt, they 
are alwaies juſt, And he may ſay as David 
to his Brethren in another caſe ; What have 
I now done ? is there not a cauſe ? God never 
puniſheth a People : but there 1sa juſt 
D caule 
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cauſe. for ir, and- could men bur- fee it, 
the root of the matter would be found in 
themſelves. Ir is the Plague of their own 
hearts, that procures them all their miſ- 
chief; and this might have been put among 
the aggravations. of the Judgment, that it 1s 
from themſelves that they are the cauſe of 
their own ruine ; that chey may thank 
themſelves, and blame their fin, as the Mo- 
ther of their miſery, and cauſe of their 


Calamity, O Ifrael thou haſt deſiroyed thy 


felf., Sanh God. So that there is .no 


ground of complaint : why ſhould a living 
man complain ; a man for the puniſhment of 
his in ? Had man never been fintul, he 
had never been miſerable ; had he never 
lift up his heart againſt Heaven ro provoke, 
God, God had never lifr up his hand on. 
earth ro puniſh man, If theſe Zewes would 
but have confidered their own waijes , as. 


God himſelfe exhorrs them twice in a breath, 


ers 5, and 7, They might have eafily 
tound the Serpent that bir them , to be 


turking in their own boſom ; the contempt 


and 
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and negleci of Gods warſhip, which brings 
me to 

The Zhird particular, The cauſe of 
_ this Judgment, why ſaith thz Lord of Hoſts ? 
WC | 

Wherein three things offer themſelves 
to our Confideration :; 

Firſt, The fin it's ſelfe, Gods Houſe 
lyes waſt, 

Secondly, The Aggravation of that fin, 
Ye run every man to his own houle. 

Thirdly, The Proportion between the 
ſin, and the puniſhment, 
Fir, The fin it ſelfe, is, that Gods 
Houſe is ſuffered to lie waſt, This Houſe, 
which God Challengeth ro himſelf, as 
his own poſſeſſion, was that glorious fabrick 
of the Temple at Zeruſalem, built by King 
Solomon, and conſecrated by him to Gods 
immediate worſhip, and which God was 
| pleaſed to accept of, and wherein he pro- 
miſeth to dwell for ever. This 7s my reſi 


for ever, here will I dwell, for 1 have deſired 2/#132-14- 


$7, . ſaith God, Alchough he - be the 
D 2 high 
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high-and lofcy one, that inhabiteth Eternity 
whoſe name is Holy ; Although he be infi- 
nite, and Comprehended in. no. place, 
and ſo dwelleth not- in Temples. made 
with hands ; yet it was his good pieaſure, 
that Solomon - ſhould butld: him an houſe, 
wherein as to his manifeſtative preſence, 
he was reſolved'to dwell more eſpecialy 
among his people the Children of [jrael, 
whither he would have the Tribes goe up, 
the Tribes of the Lord, unto the TeSlimony of 
Iſrael to give thanks unto the name of the 
Lord. And this he calls his houſe. 
Houſe, ſaith he , ſball be called the Houſe 
of - Prayer, and ' in my Text, Becauſe of my 
Houſe, which is wat. 

Wast , the Hebrew word ſignifies Pro- 
perly dryed up, A fimilitude-taken from 
a piece of ground, dried up, and parched 
by the Sun, ſo that nothing 1s able to grow 
in it, and 1s uſed by the Holy-Ghoſt to 
expreſs an extreame defolation, and de- 
ſtruion. Hrs ſpring ſhall become dry, and 
his foundation _ up, ſaith the Prophet 
_ 


_— 
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Hoſea of Samaria, when he wonld ſet forth 
their utter ruine; ſo that their fn was : 
the permitting Gods Houſe to lie in it's ru- 
ines, and not repaire it. 

And it 1s obſervable that theſe ewes 
had not demoliſhed it themſelves, they 
had not laid it waft ;. that was done by 
Necuchadnezzar , and his Officers, . it was 
they which ſet fire to the Temple, theſe 
had no hand atall in it ; and yet.it is look - 
ed on asa fin in them, that it is waſt, Not 
only pulling down Churches, but not re- 
pairing, when God gives oportunity 1s a 
ſin. Omiſſions are ſins with God, as well 
as Commiſſtons. It was the rich mars ruine, 
not that he robbed the poor, . but char he 
did not relieve. them. Faſting as well as 
fulneſs may breed diſeaſes, and make work 
for the Sexton or Phyſitian. Not onely the 
commiſſion of evill finks men to Hell, but the 
omiſſion of goodneſs. The Fig-tree had no 
bad fruit on ir, and yet was curſed becauſe 
It had none at all ; the forbearance of wic- 


kedneſs is notenough to acquit the ſaul,un- 
D 3 els. 
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leſs there be a performance of Righteouſ- 
neſs. Theſe Fews are condemned, not for 
waſting Gods Houſe, but letting itlye waſte. 
That's the rſt, the lin, 

The Secend thing 1s the aggravation of 
this, by their ſelf ſeeking. Te run every man 
to hiz own Houſe, or,Tetakepleaſure every man 
in his own Horſe : Yeare all ſelf-ſeekers pri- 
vate-ſpirited perfons, all for your own In- 
rereſt, none for the honour and glory of God. 
They were like the Tortoyſe, Zoti in ſe, 
wholly drawn up into themſelves, and in 
ſenſible of the publike good , or common 
danger ofChurch and Relig1on : Far from 
Nehemiah's temper, who drowned all ſelfe- 
reſpe& in Gods glory, and the publick good; 
tar from true goodneſs, which will be pub- 
lick ſpirited, alchouga :t be to private difſ- 
advantage - And if nature will venture its 
own particular good tor the general, as hea- 
vy things will aſcend, to keep out a vacuity 
and preſerve the Univerſe; much more will 
grace make men in all their defires and de- 
ſigns to ſtudy Gods end more then their 
own, 


p—_—_ 
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own; and as Solomon did to build Gorts 
Houle firſt, and afterward their own ; and 
not like theſe Fews, who ſo themſelves were 
warm in their Feathers,in their own houſes, 
never did regard the ruines of Gods Houſe. 

Secondly, This ſelf-ſeeking is aggravated 
in two particulars; Firſt, Tn the perſons 
guilty ; and Secondly,In their earneſtneſs in 
chat guilt, 

Firſt, In the perſons guilty. The jr/? 
univerſally ; Secondly, Emphatically. r 
| Firſt, Te;univerlally;every man of you, e- 


ven the beſt of you, Zerubbabel, and Joſhua 
too. When all Fleſh have corrupted their 
way, when alli the foundations are out of 
courſe,when.as in Sodorm,all the people trom 
every quarter, both old and young, are 


| guilty 5 no wonder then that God puniſh- 
eth. When not onely private men, but 
publick run into the ſame fin, it 1s then 1n- 


corrigible as to man, thoſe that ſhould pu-. 
niſh ic being themſelves guilty, and there- 
fore then it is time for God to lay to. his 
hand ; for private men to have private ſpi- 

| rIES. - 
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rits and torun every man to his own Houſe, 
ro mind their own particular good, ts no 
ſuch rare thing, bur for publick perſons to 
have private aims,to have ſuch narrow ſouls 
as to mind themſelves only , this is an ag- 
gravation of the crime, 

Secondly, Te, emphatically ; Ye that are 
fo much concerned in it, when others not 
ſo much, or not at all concerned in it, have 
been ſo zealous. When Cyrus and Darius, 
a payr of outlandiſh, and Heathen Kings, 
ſhall not onely give leave to the Zews to re- 
\ turn to their Countrey , and build both 
their City and Temple, but alſo reftore the 
Veſſels and Jewels, which had been taken 
from it, and allow the expences of the buil- 
ding out of their own Revenues; and ſup- 
ply them with Sacrifices , with a check to 
all Adverſaries; be ye far from thence, and 
a peremptory Decree, That whoſoever 
thould alter that ſentence, that the Wood 
ſhould be pulled down from his Houſe and 
he hanged thereon ; And laſtly , a dire- 
tul imprecation on all thoſe, whether Kings 
or 


ods, 
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or People , that ſhould put their hands to 
alter and deſtroy the Houſe of God which --- 


is in Feruſakm; the Hiſtory whereof you 
may read at large in the books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah ; when theſe ſhall thus zealouſly, 
and earneſtly promote the work, and the 
Fews themlelves univerſally, who were moſt 
concerned,be carelel(s and negligent, this is 
a firſt aggravation of the fin. 

A Second 1s their diligence and earneſt 
neſs in their own private intereſt, 7e run e- 
zery man, Wc. When ye do not ſo much as 
creep, crawl, or goto Gods Houſe. They 
thought no time, no labour, no coſt, too 
much for their own Houſes ; and every lit- 
tle portion of either of them too much for 
Gods. The leaſt coſt is eſteemed miſpent, 
ſaying with 7udas, To what purpoſe 35 this waſf ; 


the lazyeit labour is accounted loſt. [t zi © 


wain to ſerve the Lord, and what profit #4 it 
that we have kept his Ordinances, ſay theſe 
very men, Mal. 3. 14. The ſhorteſt time is 
thought caſt away ; The time is not come, 


The time that the Lords Houſe ſhould be 
c; E built, 


bw ” gags 6.4 2-1 ns 
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built , ſay they, wer '2. They followed the 
bufine(s. of their own Haufes earneſtly and 
induftriouſly, but.of iGods. very negligent- 
ly ; which,if nothing etc; were:enough to 
condemn them. 

The third canfiderable in the fin, is the 
proportion between that .and ithe puniſh- 
ment, they leave Gods Houſe, Chareb;waft ; | 
God, wer, 11. calsfor Chereb, a drought, or | 
as the Septuagint probably .read it, Choreb; 
a Sword, which thall in like manner lay. 
their Land waſt, and their Houſes deſolate. 
they had pinched on Gods fide,and he pays. 
them home 1n the ſame kind, they thought 
in the Famine to have kept the mare for 
themſelves ; and they had leſs far keeping 
from him, thatwhich was.his own. A juſt | 
hand of Gad wpon all ſuch, whothink.eve- | 
ry thing too much for his ſervice, for the. | 
molt part they are alwayes in want and nee- 
dy,their wealth melting away. like Snow be-. 
tore the Sun. The Merchant that-denyes to. 
pay his Cuſtoms, forteits all his Commo- 
dicies ; they, forteir their own portion,who- 
with- 


— 


( 27 ) 
with-hold 'Gods from him, God: tames his 
Prodigals, and ſtarves their bodies., who 
by negle& of his worſhip ſtarve their owne 
ſouls ; God denies the ſame external chings 
tothem which they deny to Gods Houſe. 

But might not theſe Zews have pleaded: 
againft: this. Sentence ,, and charged God 
with toe much ſeverity , faying with their 
Forefathers, The way: of the Lord is not equal ? 
What is this Temple more then another place ? 
Cannot we worſhip God in any Houſe as well 2s. 
this? Is not God a Spirit, and will be worſhip- 9% 4-24 
ed in Fpirit and truth; and that we may.do 
1n-any. Mountain as well as this ? | 

Whereunto alchough ic might be a ſufh+ 
cient anſwer to ſay with S, Paul, O man,, 
who art thou that replyeſt 'againſi God 2 Shall | 
the thing- formed ſay to him. that formed it, 
why haſt thou made me thus? Shall finful man 
plead with his Maker ? Yet becauſe this 


malapetrt ſaucineſs1s the remper of many. in 


this. age, -as wel[as that ; that che moſt juſt 

God may. be juſtified when he ſpeaketh, and 

clear when he judgeth, we may take notice. 
E 2 of 


Fer. 14.21. 
Pſa. 132» I4- . 
Pſa 756. 2+ 


EW ) 
of the equity of ir, by a twofold confide- 
ration ; Firft, Of the nature of the place 3 
and Secondly, Of the nature of the puniſh- 
ment, - WO. 

Firſt, Gods equity wtll be cleared from 
the nature of the piace, which was, 

Firſt, A viſible ſign and token of Gods: 
more immediate and gracious preſence ; for 
alchough God dwels not in Temples made- 
with hands ; that 1s, ſo as we dwell in our 
Houſes ro be comprehended.-in them , yet 
God is ſayd to dwell there where he mani- 
teſts himſelf ; and-therefore what was done- 
Lefore the Temple, was ſayd to be done be-. 
fore God ; called therefore, The Throne of 
hzs Glory ; The place of his reft ; The place of: 
tis babitation ; His dwelling place : Now we: 
know that affronts offered to the Kings 
Chayre of State although-in his abſence; are- 
as much reſented as when he is-preſent. 

Secondly, That Houſe was the choileſt, 
and chiefeſt inſtrument of-Gods worſhip in 
the Jewiſh adminiſtration, they were todi- 
£4. all their worſhip towards it ; It was- 
the 


( 29) 
the King of Heavens Court of Requeſts, which 
he had appointed for the hearing their pray- 
ers, and granting their Petitions ; and which 
had the priviledge of an univerſally gracious 
audience ; 1 this place will I. give peace, faith 
the Lord, c. 2.9. Now becauſe the honour 
done to any part of Gods ſervice refleQs on 
himſelf ; as thoſe that offered any polluted 
bread on Gods Altar are ſayd to deſpiſe his 
name , therefore to puniſh this offence ſo 
ortevouſly could be no over much ſeverity. 
Thirdly, That Houſe wasa type of Chriſt, 
It-was a. ſacred Myſtery repreſenting their 
Meſſiah to them., who was the true Temple 
made without hands-; as himſclfe makes the 
application, John 2. 19. Deſtroy this Temple, 
and after three dayes I will raife it up; which 
S. 7obn who was his beloved Diſciple, and lay 
in his boſome, interprets as meant of his own. 
body, Verſ. 21, He ſpake of the Temple of his 
body ; And this the Apoſtle aſſerts ar large, in 
the ninth Chap. of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
Zeſus Chriſt was that true Temple in which the 
Gad-head dwelt bodily ; that is, really;fully, 


E. 3 ſubſtan=- 
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ſubſtantially ; - by theneereſt union, and moſt 


| intimate conjuntion as the ſoul. dwels in the 


body ; and:ſo the: negleQ was the negleCt of 


Chriſt himſelf. 
Fourthly, That place was the ſpring-head 
of all their bleſſings ; God had made that the 


£0, 26, 24 ſtaple of all his favours ; In: all: places where 1 


record my name, Twill come tothee and bleſs thee. 
From whence it is that in Scripture , Gods 
bleflings are not faid:to be given from Heaven 
;mmediatty, but from Syon the place of Gods 
worſhip : There the Lord commanded the 
bleſſing,cven life for evermore , Fiſal, 133, 3 
And the Lord that made Heaven and'Earth, bleſs 
thee out of Syon, Pſal. 134. 3. The Ocean of 
blefling is in Heaven,but the well-head is Syor, 
and fo by neglefting Gods Houle they forſook 
their own mercy ; ſo that the nature of the 
place acquits the Lord of HoSJs from the impu- 
ration of over-rigorous proceeding , which 
likewiſe will appear, 

Secondly, From the nature of the Judg- 
ment, it we ſhall confider thoſe veins ofmer- 
cy which run through it, which is the 
Second 
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Second general part, and'is included in. 
the ſcope ;and .defigne 'of the words of my 
Text. | 

And this mercy 1s viſible in four particu- 
lars. 

Firft, In the Judgment it ſelf. 
Secondly, In the matter of that Judg- 
Ment . | 
Thirdly, In the meaſure of ir. 
Faurthly, In the diſcovery of the cauſe, 
and conſequently the means of removing 
Ic, 

Firl, It was mercy that they were pu- 
miſhed at all, correGion being a ffigne of 
Gods paternal care ; For every Son, whom he 


loveth, be. Chaſineth ; and Scourgeth every Son ti. 6, 7 


whom he receiveth. Immunity from Chaſtiſe- 
ment and Corretion, 1s the Baſtards, not 
the Childs prerogative. Gods forbearances 
are his moſt dreadful Severities; . and a proſ-. 
perous iniquity 1s the moſt unproſperous- 
condition in the world.., Itis cruelty; not 
mercy, to ſuffer men togon in lin unpuniſh. 

ed, it being that which hardens men 1n fin, 
and.; 
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and conſignes them over'to ruine and repro- 
bation. It is a deplorable condition when 
God ſhall ſay ; Why ſhould ye be firicken any 
more ? ye will revolt more and more. Vis in- 
dipnantis Dei terribilem vocem audire ? will you 
here the terrible voice of a provoked God ? 
Hear it ſaith Origen in that of Hoſ, 4.14, T 
will not puniſh your Daughters when they commit 
whoredome. Never was eruſalem's caſe ſo deſ- 
perate, as when God ſayd to her ; [ will 
make my fury towards thee to refl, and my jealouſy 
ſhall depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and 
will be no more angry. Exek, 16. 42. That's 
the firſt beame of mercy;that they are puniſh- 
ed, 

A Second, is that their Puniſhment is im 
external temporal things, and not in inter- 
nal and Spiricual, which as they are moſt 
neceſsary,ſo the loſs is moſt dangerous: Man 
may be happy without the one, he cannot be 
ſo without the other. The Lord of Hoſts might 
inſtead of a famine of bread have ſent a famine 
ofthe word of God, which is the Souls pro- 
per food, and without which it cannot live, 
which 


—— 


- 


Sea of miſery, 1s the meaſure of it, Zhey had 


what hid been done amiſs, he might have 


S- 


which he threatens in another Prophet as the 
molt dreadful Famine, Behold the day is come, © *** 
faith the Lord, that I will ſend a Famine inthe 
Land, not a Famine for Bread, nor a thirſt for 
Water, but of hearing the Word of the Lord. We 
never fear adearth if we have Bread-Corne, 
though we want Apples and Plums, Let God 
deny us the worldly royes of earchly enjoy- 
ments, 1t he continue his ſpiricual bleflings, 
we cannot be efteemed miſerable. | 
A third Tfland of mercy appearing .in this 


a little, though not much ; God did not take a- 
way all, bur left rhem a pittance, - as we fay, 
enough to keep life and ſoul rogether. [ will 
corref thee in meaſure, {aith God to his people, 
and not leave thee altogether unpuniſhed, If he 
ſhould have been extreame to have marked 

utterly deſtroyd them as he did Sodome and 
Gomorrha,, and ſet them forth as perperuall 
examples of divine vengeance, but it was of 

the Lords mercies that they were not conſu- ,,,, ..... 
med, becauſe his mercies fail not, There is 

| F yet 
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yet a fourth rey of mercy ſhining in this judg- 
ment, and that 1s the diſcovery of the cauſe, 
which he doth not onely in reſpe@ of himlſelt, 
for the vindication of his juſtice, but allo in 
reſpe& to them,. that they might provide for 
deiiverance, God by reaſon of that indepen- 
dent dominion , which he hath over all his 
creatures, which 1n their very being depend 
upon him, hath no obligacion lying on him, 
to give any ocher reaſon of his afting, than 
his Sic volo., fic jubeo ; and therefore it mult 
bean ad of great mercy, to come to debate 
and reaſon with his creature, to be content 
to bring himſelf as it were before mans tte 
bunal, and to plead his caule, and make e- 
ven linners his judges,yet ſo he doth frequent- 
ly; Comenow, and let us reaſ.n together. And 
now, 0 Inhabitants of Feruſalem, and men of 
Judah, judge I pray you between me and my Vine- 


zard, Should he have made ſhort worke with 


them, and diſpatchrt them ina moment, yer 
he would have continued juſt and holy, and 
he might have juſtified his proceedings ; but 
to {toap fo,low asto give an account of his 
doings, 


| 


LY 
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doings , and to render a reaſon of his ſen. 
rence, is a condeſcention of mercy that can be 
never expreſſed, and never enough admired, 
or praiſed, 

And thus having run through the two 
Stages of my Text, Zudgment and Mercy ; 1 
cannot diſmiſs you without making you par- 
takers of ſome obſervations, which you may 
improve to your advantage,As, 

Firfi, That all the induſtry and labour of 
man in his calling, is in vain, if God with- 
hold his blefling ; he may fow,and reap, and 
bring in too, he may export, nay import 
roo, and little come of it, if God do but 
blow upon it. Not but that men may, nay 
muſt take paines in their vocations. Adam 
even in his innocency and integrity, before 
his fall, had his employment ſer out to him 
to dreſs and keep the Garden ; much more 
fince the fall, when all the Creatures are un- 
der the Curſe for the fin of man ; and the 
earth is ſo farre from yeelding fruit without 
our labour, that it is often fruitleſs, and bar- 
ren with it. So that now it is not ſo much 
FP 2 our 
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our curſe :s our duty, that in the {weat.of our 
brows we ſhould ear our bread, and he that 
will not labour, as he doth.not deſerve, fo 
he hath no promiſe that he ſhall ear : Labour | 
then they muſt, but 1n:that they muſt depend 
upon God for the ſucceſs, whole blefling on- 

Prov. 19-22: Jy can make rich, © Moſes ſaith,lt is not bread 

that man liveth by only, but by the word of God, 

that is his bleſſing ; and therefore, except the- 

Lord build the Houſe and watch the City, mans "\ 

labour and watching 3s to no purpoſe ; It is but 

loſt labour that ye rife early, and fo. latetake 
reſt, and eat the bread. of Caretulnels:if God 
doch not give ſleep. Joyne then to your ho- 
neſt labour, truit in God, and fear nota good 
juccels ; you have King. Dans. warrant for 
it, ZruS in the Lord anddo good, and verily 
£2: 4-5 thou ſhalt be fed. Pſa. 37. 3. Let your la- 
bours as well as the Creatures for which you 
labour, be SanCtified by the word of God, 
and Prayer, 

Secondly, The uſe or abuſe, the care or 
negled of the Inſtruments of Gods' worſhip, 
is no indifterent thing, no matter of ſight. 

conſequence, 


gr_ 


Pſa. 127. 1,2. 
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confequence it procures a bleſling or brings 
I down a curſe. Theſe Jewes negle& to build 
Gods Houſe, and God negle&s to provide 
for their Families. They no ſooner go up to 
the Mountain and bring Wood, and begin to 
build, but from that very day , God begins 
to bleſs them. Take one inltance more; The - 
Arke, which before the building of the Tem- 
ple, was the dwelling place of Geds name, P/« 74-7 
by was among the Phil: tins > Who profanely in- 1 $am 5. 
{ule, and triumph over it, and are ſmitten 
with ſore: difeafes , and the hand of God is 
heavy upon them ; Afterwards it comes tothe © © 7 
Bethſþemites,who are bold with it and pry in- 
to its ſecrets, and fifry thouſand of them are* 5 57 
[lain'for.it. After this Vzzab toucheth it jr- 
| reverently. , and: is ſtruck dead before it ; 
| whereas. Obed-Edom entertains ir-reverently, 
and cheerfully , and is blelfed in all that he ,,,;.,. 
hath. When God fends the inſtruments and 
means of Religion among a people, it con- 
cerns them deeply to look about them ; God 
Intends fomething towards them , either of” 
judgment or mercy, and counts .it an high 
| Ls v.23 Indig- 
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| Teph. I, T2. 
| FEſas5,10, 
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indignity, if men think he will do neither 

good or evil. The Prophet [aiah compares 

Gods Word to Rain, which returns not voyd, 

but accompliſheth what he pleaſeth, and pro- 

ſpers in the thing whereunto he ſends 1t; it 

either brings up wholſome Herbs, or noyſom 

Weeds, it either furthers our Salvation , or 

haſtens our Deſtruftion. The Goſpel of 
Chriſt is a favour either of life unto life, or of 
death unto death. Gods Ordinances are all 

of the ſame nature, with the Lords Supper, 

they are either for the better, or for the worſe, 

Chriſts coming toa Nation, as to Capernaum, 

is faral , it either lifts neerec to Heaven , or 
throws lower into Hell. 

Thirdly, The negle@ of Gods worſhip for- 
feits all our temporal eſtate ; as Tenants thac 
refuſe to do their homage , to perform Suit 
and Service,and to pay their Land-lords rent, 
do make their Eſtates lyable to a ſeizure, 
Theſe outward bleſſings are the appurtenan- 
ces of Gods worſhip; And ir is piety onely 
which hath the promiſes both of this life and 
that which is zo come. Theſe proviſions are 


properly 
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properly for Gods Houlſchold, and thoſe 
that wait in the Houſe of the Lord ; If a pro- 
fane perſon that regards not Gods worthip 
hath chem, it 1s but at adventures, and they 
are ſo farre from beeing a bleſſing to him that 
they become a Snare, making him fall into 
many fooliſhand hurtful luſts, which: drowne 
men in deſtruQion and perdition : ſearch 
the Chronicles and Annals of the Kings of [ra- 
el,and you ſhall ſtill find chole times wherein 
Religion was advanced, as under David,So- 
lomon, Aſa, Fehoſhaphat, and Hezekiah,to be 
proſperous times, whereas under Idolatrous 
Kings -all things went contrary, So that the 
beſt way to ſecure what men have, is to em- 
ploy part of it in Gods ſervice ; Honour God 
with all thy encreafe, and thy Eſtate ſhall be 
increaſed. Gods Storehoule is the beſt Aſſy- 
rance-Office ; pay thy dues to that, and the 
reſt will be ſecured to- thee, As Samſon's 
ſtrength. and glory lay in his Haire, ſo doth 
the honour and proſperity of your City de- 


pend on the true Religion, and fincere wor-- 


thip of God, which if it be once deprived af, 
Ts 


I, 1, 6.9. 
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it may ſay with Phinees Wife Ichabod, The plory 
of London is departed. 

Fourthly, God expetts that our firſt care 
ſhould be/tor his ſervice, that his glory and 
worſhip ſhould have the precedency 1n our 
thoughts. Theſe Fews upon their return home 
trom Babylon, ſer,up their own Houſes, fell 
to husbandry, plowed and ſowed their lands, 
they thought it not time to undertake fo coſtly 


a work as building the Temple ; and fleſh 


and blood might have thought that delay ex- 


cuſable if not reaſonable, but God counts it 


matter of juſt exception, and ſends them two 
Prophets to reprove them for it ; what an ob- 
vious excuſe had they ? That that God who 
had dwelrſolong of old ina Tabernacle, and 
was now worſhipped at his new created Altar, 
would bear with them if they firſt built their 
own Houſes, intending afrerwards to build his 
with greater care and coſt ; but what faith 
God to them, Verſ, 4., Is it time for you, O ye, to 


dwell in your Ceiled Houſes C not covered only, 


but Ceiled with Cedar, as the Chaldee renders 
ir, arched and garniſhed as the Greek ) and 


&” 
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my Houſe to' the waſte, The man after Gods own 
heart was of another mind , he would not 
come into his Houſe, norgo up unto his bed, 
nor give ſleep to his eyes, or ſlumber to his 


eye-lids, until he had found out a place for 9513+ 35: 


the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God 
of Facob. Noah's firſt care after he came out 
of the Arke, was, not to build an Houſe tor 
himſelfe, but an Altar for Gods worſhip ; 
he pleads not neceflity of preſerving ſtore, 
nor ſtays till the creatures are mulcplyed, 
but takes of every clean creature that came 
out of the Arke , and ofters them to God, 
True Faith teacherh to prefer God hetore our 
ſelves ; the World as it 1s interiour in worth 
to Religion, ſo it muſt be in our repute and 
relpetts ; Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God and 
the righteouſneſs thereof, was the councel or our 
Saviour. God will crown ſuch early piety 
with encreale of ſtore, for all theſe things ſhall 
be added unto you + It the Widow make a little 


” y# 


Cake for the Prophet firſt, and bring ir to 24: 
him, her Barrel of Meal ſhall never waft, nor 
her Cruiſe of Oyl fail. 


't FP "Y 


_ 


Pet, 4.10, 


1Coy.3 17» 


(42 ) 
Thirdly, If the not repairing the Houſe of 
God be ſo ſeverely puniſhed , what ſhall be. 
come of thoſe thar demoliſh his Houſes : F 
the Innocent be ſcarcely ſaved , where ſhall the 
wicked and ſinner appear ? 1s S. Peter's way of 
arguing. If the labours and hopes of theſe 
Zewes, who onely ſuffered the Temple to lye 
in its ruines, come to little, certainly theirs 
ſhall come to nothing, or ar leaſt worſe than 
nothing, eternal deſtruCtion, that are the in- 
ftruments of ruining it, If God ſhall deſtroy 
him that defileth the Temple of God , what 
ſhall he do to them thar deſtroy it? If Ana- 
niazsand Sapphira withholding that which was 
their own, were accounted Church-robbers, 
and puniſhed with ſudden death ; what a ſe- 
vere revenger will God be againſt thoſe that 
rob che Temple of that which hath been ded1- 
cated ro it by others ; Chris} would not ſuffer 
Gods Houſe, which was to be called an Houſe 
of prayer to all Nations, to be made a den of 
thieves, by prophane uſage of it, much leſs 
will he endure to have it deſtroyed after he 


hath reformed it ; this 1s facriledge, and that 
the 
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the Apoſtle ranks with Idolatry , as being 
full out as evil, if not worſe than it ; for whar 
Idolatry but pollutes, ſacriledge quite pulls 
down ; and eafier it is to new hallow a Tem- 
ple polluted, than to build a new one out of 
an heap of ſtones, 

Once more, Sixthly, Tf the flood of Gods 
indignation ariſeth ſo high againſt thoſe thar 
ſuffer the material Temple dedicated to his 
ſervice to be waſte, how ſhall it rage againſt 
them that do not repair his ſpiritual Temples, 
their own fouls and bodies which have been 
conſecrated to him in Baptiſm ;* for ſo faith 
the Apoſtle, 7e are the Temples of the living God, , <5. 6. 
as God hath ſayd, I will awell in them,and walk. 
inthem : And God takes more delight in theſe, 
than in the other. For,rhus ſaith the high and 557-15. 
lojty one, that inbabiteth eternity , whoſe name is 
holy, I dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
alſo that 33 of a contrite and humble Spirit. And 
he retuſeth all the ſervices that are done him 
in his external Temple,as an abomination ; if 
the ſpiritual Temple be defiled with fin and 
demoliſhed by iniquiry, Sin not onely defiles 

G9 but 
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hut defroyes theſe Houles of God, let us 
therefore build them againe by our fincere 
Repentance and Reformation, let us cleanſe 


them from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit -- 


we cry, ſhame ! to ſee a Church turned 1n- 
roa Barn,or Stable;to ſee a Chriſtian all tor che 
worli is no better fight ; Let us take heed 
that wedo not make this Houle of God a Den 
of . heeves, a Biothel Houle for uncleaneſs, 
a Cage for unclean Birds, but let us adorne 
if witi all the grace of Gods Spirit, for 
Holineſs becometh the Loras Houle for ever. 


Eſpecially finee the ruines of this Spiritual 


Houle will di aw with it the ruines of the Mate- 


rial, as God threatens the ewes to do to their 
Temple, as he did unto $h1ilb tor the wick- 
edneſs of his people [ſrael. 

And now to cloſe up all. If any man 
{hall think this concernes him not ; becauſe 
God ſends no Prophets now to tell us that 
for {ach and ſuch fins, God ſends ſuch and 
luch Judgments, Ler him know, that al] 


theſe things that are recorded in the Prophets, 


”appened unto them for examples, and are 
written 
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written for our admonition upon whom the ends 


- of the world are come, 1 Cor. 19, 11, when 
Ftherctore we niay fee a parale] of fins and 


puniſhments with thoſe regiſtred in ſacred 
writ; we may without preſumption conclude 
that thoſe ſins were the provoking caule of 
thoſe Judgments. And here the Paralel is. 
ſo viible, that he that runneth way read ; 
and I make noqueſtion but your owne medi- 
tations have run Paralel with my diſcourſe 
jo that moſt of my labour thac way is already 
jayved. 

For is -1t not the general complaint, and 
out-cry of this City, that there is an univer- 
fa! decay of Trade ? Do not the Merchants 
complain ? we looke for much, and that upon 
g00d ground;for we have ſent forth our Ships 
richly laden and ventured them on long 
and dangerous Voyages ; but Ice it comes to 
little, our Ships return not, or if they do, 
the income doth not anſwer the expence , 
our Commodities hardly yeeld what they 
coſt, Dothnotthe Shop-keeper complain 


we look.for much, having taken Houſes at great 


G. 3 Prices 


( 46 ) 


| Prices and Furniſhed our ſhops with rich 


wares, but oe it comes to litthe, there are few” 


Buyers, and but ſmall gaines, we can ſcarce 


pay our rents, Doth not the Handicrafts man 


complain we look for much, tor we labour hard 
and work good and ſufficient wares ; but oe 
it comesto little; The Shop-keeper will not buy 
but at his own rates ; ſo that we have little 
more than our labour tor our Paines. And that 
which adds to the unhappineſs of all this is, 
chat every one of theſe is apt to impute thisCa- 
lamity to any thing,rather than the right cauſe 
and ſo hinder themſelves of the true remedy, 
becauſe they will not underſtand the true 
cauſe of the diſtemper ; Either a Forreigne 
Nations ingrofling Trade abroad, or the Ma- 
o1{trates negle& of Trade at home muſt bear 
the blame ; whois it that conſiders that Gods 
Houſe lyes waſt, while every man runs to his owne 

Houſe ? Gods Houſe ſaid I,nay Gods Houſes, 

how many of them lie in their ruines, in their 
rubbiſh? tor we muſt not fancy that God 
hath no Houſes now, and that becauſe thar 
Temple at Feruſalem together with it's Cere- 
monial 
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. 
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monial worſhip 1s aboliſhed that God hath 
ot adopted any other places, which he will 
own for his ;- for before the foundations of 
that Temple were laid, and ſince they have 


g beenrazed, and one ſtone not left on another 


which was not thrown downe, God always 
had a place appropriated to his worſhip, 
and where he was pleaſed toafford a more 
gracious Preſence than elſewhere. Even in 
Paradiſe, Adam had a place topreſent him-. 
ſelfe before God. Which was called Gods 
Preſence or Face, Gen. 3. 8. From which he 
hid himſelfe,. for from Gods general preſence 
nothing can be hid, . but all things are naketl 
and open, And his Sons out of Paradiſe 
had their places where to bring their Sacri- 
tices, Gen, 4.. 3, From which when Cain 
ſrood excommunicate for the Murther 
of his Brother Abel, he is faid to-be coft out 
from the preſence of ihe Lord. Vers. 16. Abra- 
ham, befides Altars-in ſeveral places, plan- 
ted a grove, Gen. 21..23, To be- a fixtplace 
for Gods worſhip, for there he called:on the 
name of the Lord, And fo it is expoun- 
ded 
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ded by one that was no great friend to our 
Churches. And afterwards when he 1s com- 
manded to oftcr his Son {ſaac, the very Monn- 
rain 1s preſcribed him, Ger. 21, I, and Gods 
title to it ceaſed nor with that one aR,for there 
Solomons Temple was afterwards built, which 
God in my Text calls his Houſe ; nor did 1t 
then begin, if we may believe the general con- 
ſent of the Jewiſh Rabbins, who aſſert that to 
be the place where Cain and Abel, nay Adam 
himſelf offered : When 7acob conſecrated that 
plice where he ſaw the Viſion of the Ladder 
reaching to Heaven, Gen, 28. 18, he called 
it Beth-el, Gods Houſe, the ground of which 
both conſecration and name 1s rendred, Ver. 
16,17, Surely the Lord is in thus place and T 
knew it not, how dreadful 3s this place ® This is 
none other, but the Houſe of God, the gate of Hea- 
ven. Sothart Gods Houſes began not with the 
Temple of Solomon, no-nor that ambulatory 
Temple of Moſes the Tabernacle, which ispe- 
culiarly by David called Gods Houſe; nor while 
they were in being, did they ingroſs that ti- 
tle to themſelves, for there were both in Feru- 


ſalem 
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ſakm and in other places of the Land no 
{mall number of Synagogues for thePeople to 
refort unto for their Devotions,which are cal- 


' Ted Synagogues of God,jand Houſes of Godin the ?!*-7+:* 


Plural Number ; and theſe were Frequented 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles as well as the 
Temple. And fince the DeftruQtion of that 
Temple, God was never deſtitute of Houſes 
for his Worthip. True it is that inthe Pri- 
mitive times of Chriſtianity, when they had 
not the Publick allowance and Counrenance 
_ of authority, they could exerciſe their 
Religion only in Private, yet then they had 
places for the Saints to meet in for Divine 
Worſhip, ſuch were the Captewce, the upper- 
roomes mentioned fo frequently in the Atts 
of the Apoſtles, and diſtinguiſhed by St. Paul 
from Private Houſes. 1 Cor. 11, 22. Haw 
ye not Houſes to Eat and Drink,or deſpiſe ye the 
Church of God? underſtood by moſt Interpreters 
both ancient and modern of the publick place 
of Gods Worſhip ; thoſe perhaps not ſo ſum- 
ptous and ſtately as afterwards, the Churches 
mean Condition and the worlds envy 
H 


would 
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would not permit that, but ſuch astheir Po. 
verty would allow they had. Bur when it plea- 


ſed God to raile up Kings and Emperours to 


favour fincerely the Chriſtian Faich,Thurch- | 


es werethen ereftcd in all places, and no coſt 
ſpared, nothing thought to deere which that 
way was ſpent and theſe were called zvgraexgt, 
the Lords from whence the Scots Kirke and our 
Engliſh Church doth proceed, and is the ſame 
title which is given to his day Rev1, 10; 
And not improperly fince we find the place 
2nd time of Gods Worſhip Joyned together 
by che Holy Ghoſt in Scripture, 7e ſhall keep 
my Sabbaths,-.and reverence my Sanfiuary; and 
then what the Son of Syrach faith of one may 
be applied ro the other, and we may fay 
why doth one place excel another ? by the know- 


tkedg of the Lord they are diſtinguiſhed, and 


fome of them he hath made high places and 
hatlowed them,and ſome of them he hath made 


ordinary places. As the one is the Day of reſt, 


and when we hallow it, it is called Gods ref, 
{ſo the other when Conſecrated ro his name is 
Eilled Gods ref, This is myreſt for ever. And 
ſuch 


(993 
ſuch were thoſe Houſes in this City, which 
are now waſt, for they were Dedicated and 
 Conſecrated toGods ſervice,in them the Saints 
were afſembled, the Goſpel of Zeſus Chriſt was 
Preached, The Lords Holy Name was Invo- 
cated, and the Sacraments ofthe new cove- 
nant duly adminiſtred, to all which Chriſt un- 
der the Goſpel hath Promiſed a gracious pre- 
ſence. Where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am Tin the midſt of them. Mat. 
13.20, And to this promiſe he hath ſer to his 
ſeale by Converting to, and Confirming many 
a Soule in the doftrine of Zeſus Chriſt from 
. theſe places. Now, that theſe are waſt, is as le- 
oible, as if writ 1n Texc ; but where to lay the 
blame is not pechaps ſo cafily diſcovered, To 
impurte it to the Magiſtracy of this City, this 
Honorable Bench would be no leſs then Scan- 
dalum Magnatum, Their Zeale in general 1s 
Sufficiently evidenced by this place wherein 
we are now Aſſembled; and in particular 
many of them either by aQtual contribution, 
or ſubſcription,have teſtified abundantly their 
reſpetts to theſe Houſes : And of the: Commos- - 
_ He nalty 
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nalty; 1 have reaſon to have as good an opini-. 
on; if their abilities were conſonant to their. 
defires, when I conſider their ancient zeal 
while the City was Flouriſhing to thefe Houſes. 
of God, how they opened their hands, and 
filled with Bleflings many Churchesboth at 
home and abroad , both in their own and 
forreign Countries ; yet even the beſt Saylers 
may be becalmed and want the gale of a. Pro- 
phet to encourage them.togo up tothe Moun-. 
rain and bring wood, &c. Your hearts I am |} 
confident are good, it 1s but ſetting to your: 
hands, and the worke will be done. Do bur 
begin, and never feare the reproach. of not 
having wherewithal co finiſh ; Do but: lay . 
the firſt ſtone, and never diſtruſt the provi-. 
dence of that God who is the Aſpha and Ome- 

ga,the Beginnner and Finiſher of every good 

worke, When Moſes was about Building the - 

Tabernacle, his. charge was no.more but this, 

every one that 1s of a willing heart, let him 

bring intothe offering of the Lord, and they- 
brought in ſo faſt both men and women, thart - 
there. was too much ; and a proclamation was. 


made. 


(53) 
made in the Camp that they ſhould bring in- 
. no mare. When ſtuffe was to be provided for 
the Temple,King David left it at large : Whoſo 1. om. 29. 
is willing to  conſecrate bjs Service: to the Lord, © 
and both. Kings, Princes and People offered 
abundantly and willingly,inſomuch that he 

far himſelfe and them giveth thanks to the 

Lord in this forme ; Who am I, and what #9 my un 14. 
Peple ; that wee ſhould offer fo willingly? Do 

but lead the way, and I donbt not but God 

will ſtir up the hearts of others to follow ; 

there is .not a Soul, that feareth God but the 

Zeal of Gods Houſe will eat it up, there will 

be many a true hearted Araunsh, who will 

offer not his land but his Timber for the 

Houſe of the Lord; The Rich out of his abun- 

dance will give more, and the poore Widdow 

/ -out of her Penury will give a mite. Even the 

labourer out of his hire, the ſervant our: of 

his wages, and the ſouldiers out of their 

pay, will dedicate ſomthing,as the two Gene- 

rals of Saul and Davids armies did, The , ,.,5.z. 
Living will lay up mm ftore-for themſelves a 

-good foundation againſt the time to come, 
H.3. that 
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that they may. lay hold on Eternal life, and 
the dying, ( I perſwade my ſelfe ) will not 
makea will, but Gods Houſe ſhall have a Lega- 
cy in it, Even, the covetous uſurer will out of 
compliance with the times, if not out of re- 
morſe of conſcience throw down ſome of his 
Silver with 7adas into the Temple : Do but 
propoſe the meanes,and. you have a great and 
gracious King, the Churches nurfing Father, 
and faiths defender, who will promote the 
worke, and rather than it ſhall not go on, 
will wich his Countryman Con33antine the no 
leſs religious than Magnificent Emperour, be 
contentto carry ſtones on his own ſhoulders 
rowardsit. You havea Loyal and Religious 
Parliament the Churches Nurfing Mother ; 
ready to ena& whatſoever ſhall be propoun- 
ded to them for the advancement of ſo great 
and glorious a worke;nay do bur ſet earneſtly 
about it, and God himſelfe will go before 
you to make the crooked places ſtreight, and 
to break in pieces the Gates of Braſs,and to 
cut in ſunder the bars of Iron, that is, to 
remove all rubs and  Impediments, which 
would 
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would hinder the foundation of the Temple 
to be laid; and he alſo will lay the head-ſtone 
thereof. with ſhouting, ſaying.Grace, Grace 
unto ic, T cannot conclude better then with 
the exhortation of this Prophet. c 2. v. 4. 
Be now ſlrong O Zerubbabel , ſaith the Lord, 
and be flrong O Foſuah Son of Foſedech the high 
Prieſt and be firong all ye People of the Land, 
faith the Lord, and workefor I am with you, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſt ; With you by my helpe, 
and affiltance ; with you by my care and 
acceptance ; with you by my reward, and 
recompence : for then will ] fill theſe Houſes © 
with Glory, dyelling and having a Fra 
inthem, and in them will I give peace, and _ 
in them will I furniſh you with plenty too: ** 25+ 
and then happy would be the People thac 
' are in ſucha Caſe yea bleſſed will this City 
be, which hath | this Lord of Hoſts tobe 
their God, Now to this Lord of Hoſts, Fa- 
ther, Son and Hoſy Gho?, three Perſons but 
one Infinite God, be aſcribed in his holy Tem- 
ple all Praiſe Honour and Thankſgiving now 
and for vey, Amen. 
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